WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

boys of seventeen and eighteen years, and men of more
than thirty-five.

It seemed logical that this proposal would have been
accepted if it had been considered by the Central General
Staff. But in spite of the fact that if it had been put into
force it would have been of great benefit from military,
political and economic points of view, and without any
kind of disadvantage, the High Command decided not to
accept the proposed reorganisation, because of its
"friendly advisers", who were the creators of the Mixed
Brigades.

The lamentable consequences of this imposition were
shown unmistakably after the fall of Barcelona, when the
Minister committed the lunacy of decreeing the general
mobilisation of all reinforcements from sixteen to forty-five
years old, a mobilisation which had to be carried out in a
very short time. The civil population was greatly alarmed
and great was the surprise of the Military Commanders
who understood the material and moral damage which
would be done by this, and among them, the most
important, the collapse of all activities behind the lines.
Therefore it was considered wise to obey these mobilisation
orders very slowly. This delay was also understood by all
the Political and Syndicalist Parties, except by the
Communist Party, which, wishing to make itself important
by every possible means, started a very active campaign to
bring about the mobilisation as quickly as possible,
censuring the parsimony of the military Commanders in its
Press. Its slogans were "Everybody to the Front. There is
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